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THE WORK OF THE LONDON ECONOMIC CONFERENCE 
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SHOULD CUBA BE RECOGNIZED? 


YOLITICAL stability in revolutionary Cuba, 
fervently desired by Washington in order to 
remove the danger of United States intervention 
and assure a friendly atmosphere for the coming 
Montevideo Conference, is still unrealized. The 
revolt which broke out on November 8 constituted 
the most serious challenge to the Grau govern- 
ment since early October, when it overcame the 
fficers barricaded in the National Hotel. Rebel 
forces, supposedly backed by the ABC secret so- 
ciety and recruited from army, police and civili- 


ans, seized Atares Fortress, various police stations 
1 other strongholds in Havana. Only after a 
two-day battle, in which the downtown district 


of the capital was bombarded by airplanes, ar- 
tillery and machine guns and three hundred were 
slain, was the revolt crushed. The death toll was 
estimated to be greater than that of any revolu- 
tion in the history of the republic. 

The government’s victory not only demonstrated 
its military supremacy, but strengthened its po- 
litical position. Events of recent weeks had 
weakened its support. Despite friendliness to 
labor, it had been hampered by frequent strikes 
and repeated threats of a general strike. The 
Communists, aggressive and growing in numbers, 
had shown open hostility, and on September 29 
their clash with soldiers resulted in six deaths. 
On November 4 a student assembly ordered the 
dissolution of the directorate which has actively 

ipported President Grau, although on the fol- 
lowing day the directorate itself voted to con- 
tinue cooperation. Faced by these developments, 
the government attempted to bolster its position 
by increasingly repressive policies. Offending 
newspapers were suspended; a censorship of the 
Whole press threatened; and numerous opponents 
of the régime were arrested. 

Accompanying the revolt of November 8 in Ha- 
vana, uprisings took place at various points 
throughout the island which complicated condi- 


that had already become chaotic. Govern- 

nt in the interior has degenerated into a mass 

f conflicting local autonomies. Colonel Fulgen- 

io Batista apparently exercises no more effective 

control over the military detachments outside the 

capital than does President Grau over the civil 

administration. Havana appointees often are not 

recognized, and at times forcibly prevented from 
xercising jurisdiction. 

Washington, meanwhile, has not swerved from 
its policy of non-intervention. Its failure to rec- 
ognize the Grau régime, however, has capped the 
difficulties confronting that government. Con- 
tinued non-recognition has apparently been jus- 
tified on the ground both of the administrative 
weakness and the unrepresentative character of 
the present ruling group. Many observers admit 
these charges, but argue that unless the Grau 
government is recognized the only alternative to 
growing chaos is seizure of power by a more radi- 
cal group or a military dictator. The Diario de la 
Marina of Havana recently declared: “Anarchy 
and disorder are more terrible than the central- 
ized tyranny of a despot.” 

The policy of non-recognition followed during 
the past two months has failed to bring a transi- 
tion to a more democratic régime. All efforts to 
replace the Grau government by a coalition have 
broken on the rock of factionalism which now 
divides the groups formerly united in the anti- 
Machado opposition. A continuance of non-rec- 
ognition, it is contended, means a continuance of 
disorder and instability, thus keeping alive the 
danger of intervention with all its disastrous con- 
sequences. The reigning instability not only 
forces the postponement of all efforts at economic 
reconstruction and agrarian reform, but further 
depresses the country’s economic activities. If 
the government is not strengthened, few sugar 
mills are expected to operate when the grinding 
season opens in December. Thus Cuba’s princi- 


pal crop will be condemned to rot in the fields. 
Owing to the government’s depleted treasury, the 
republic, according to Secretary of the Treasury 
Despaigne, must face default by December on its 
foreign debt. It is difficult to avoid the conclu- 
sion that both the welfare of Cuba and the eco- 
nomic interests of the United States would be 
forwarded by prompt recognition of the govern- 
ment of President Grau San Martin. 
CHARLES A. THOMSON 


Germany’s Rubber-Stamp Election 

It was a foregone conclusion that the German 
“election” of November 12 would result in an 
overwhelming vote of confidence in the Hitler 
régime. A total of 96.2 per cent of the qualified 
electorate voted on the question of Germany’s 
resignation from the League of Nations and the 
Disarmament Conference: 93.4 per cent sup- 
ported the government’s action, while 6.6 per cent 
voted “no” on the proposition or spoiled their 
ballots. The voters were also asked to elect a 
new Reichstag; instead of the usual twenty-odd 
party lists, however, only one unified Nazi list 
was presented. Almost one million less votes 
were cast in the Reichstag poll than in the refer- 
endum on foreign policy, although 92.2 per cent 
of the qualified voters backed the Nazi candi- 
dates. More than three million of the ballots 
cast were invalid—the only way in which opposi- 
tion to the Hitler régime could be expressed. An 
analysis of the returns in the plebiscite on for- 
eign policy and the Reichstag poll shows that ac- 
tually there was a total of 4,300,000 votes against 
Hitler despite the fact that political unorthodoxy 
in Germany today is punishable by indefinite de- 
tention in a concentration camp. 

Hitler demonstrated his political astuteness in 
presenting the Germans with a question of for- 
eign policy—that of the Reich’s right to equal 
treatment abroad—on which he could rally the 
almost unanimous support of a people already 
worked up to frenzied nationalism. Furthermore, 
the policy of the Allies in delaying disarmament 
for so many years furnished the Nazis with more 
than enough material on which to base their con- 
tention that Germany was unequally treated. 
The enormous gap betwcen Hitler’s public pro- 
testations of peace and the progressive militariza- 
tion of the German people remains unbridged. 
Nazi political methods at home have not reassured 
the outside world of their peaceful intentions, and 
Germany’s neighbors canrot believe that a mythi- 
cal “Communist mencace” justifies the constant 
drilling and marching of uniformed men within 


the Reich. MILDRED S. WERTHEIMER 


Page Two 


Anglo-American Debt Negotiations Suspended 

Another graphic illustration of the close inter- 
connection between the various economic prob- 
lems confronting the world was furnished last 
week by the collapse of negotiations for the final 
settlement of the British war debt to the United 
States. In a brief statement issued by President 
Roosevelt on November 7, the breakdown of the 
recent discussions was attributed to the difficulty 
of determining the exact amounts of future pay- 
ments “in the face of the unprecedented state of 
world economic and financial conditions.” Pend- 
ing resumption of negotiations when the situa- 
tion has become clarified, the British government 
has declared its intention of meeting the Decem- 
ber 15 instalment of the debt with an additional 
“token” payment of $7,500,000 in American cur- 
rency—approximately 4 per cent of the sum due 
at the present rate of exchange. President Roose- 
velt has stated that under the circumstances he 
will have no personal hesitancy in accepting this 
payment as an indication of the British govern- 


ment’s good faith. MAXWELL S. STEWART 


Mr. Buell becomes Head of the F. P. A. 

By action of the Board of Directors of the For- 
eign Policy Association, Incorporated, Mr. Ray- 
mond Leslie Buell, Research Director, becomes 
the executive head of the Association. With the 
amendment of the Constitution the title of this 
office will be President. It is expected that the 
office of Vice-President will also be created and 
the Board has approved the election of Mr. 
William T. Stone, F. P. A. Washington Represen- 
tative, to this position. 

Professor Joseph P. Chamberlain becomes 
Chairman of the Board of Directors without 
administrative responsibility. 

Mr. James G. McDonald has been elected Hon- 
orary Chairman of the Board of Directors. 


Great Britain and the Gold Standard, by H. F. Fraser. 
New York, Macmillan, 1933. $3.00 
The case for gold is presented in a scholarly and con- 

vincing manner. 

British Government and Finance, by John: W. Hills and 
E. A. Fellowes. New York, Columbia University Press, 
1932. $2.75 
An “inside” appraisal of the financial machinery of 

the British government. 

International Economics, by R. F. Harrod. 
Harcourt, Brace, 1933. $1.25 
Presents the minimum essentials of economic theory 


in a form suitable for the general reader, and thereby 
meets a long-felt want. 


New York, 


Bankers’ Profits from German Loans, by Robert R. 
Kuczynski. Washington, Brookings, 1932. $1.75 


A scholarly and illuminating study. 
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Minute on the Resignation of James G. McDonald as Chairman 
of the Foreign Policy Association, Incorporated 


Voted by the Board of Directors at its regular monthly meeting held in New York, 
November 8, 1933. 


Entering into our good wishes to James G. McDonald in taking the 
post of High Commissioner for German Refugees created by the League of 
Nations are strands that are difficult to draw into a single skein. First of 
all comes our appreciation of the dimensions of the task before him in 
bringing order and succor into one of the great tragic situations of our 
times; and of the extraordinary capacities and insights he brings to the 
constructive execution of that task. We could not reconcile our regret at 
his leaving the chairmanship of the Foreign Policy Association with any 
ordinary call to service. This is imperative in its claims upon the best 
that he has to give; and we, in our association with him over the last fifteen 
years, know the excellence of that best. 

Mr. McDonald became chairman soon after the Armistice of 1918, 
when the Foreign Policy Association was in its beginnings; and stage by 
stage, he has directed its expanding educational activities. It is not feasible 
to point out all the lines of growth of the Association under his chairman- 
ship—the luncheon meetings in New York, which at his hands have be- 
come a distinguished feature of metropolitan life; the spread of branches; 
the development of our scheme of research, our publications and our rela- 
tions with public officials, the press and kindred groups. These have been 
complemented by his original contribution to education among wide reaches 
of the general public these last six years through his weekly radio talks 
on The World Today; and his creative personal contacts as expert, coun- 
selor and organizer, in instigating and illuminating policies at Washing- 
ton, at Geneva and at the world’s capitals. 

The post-war years have been years of stress, conflict, trial and error, 
in the field of international relations. In the poise and openness of his 
mind, his capacity to understand, to engage and draw together, he has 
personified those reserves in human nature to which the peoples of this 
earth must look if friendship is to find a formula for their common life. 

These qualities have given creative impulse to that spread of under- 
standing of foreign affairs which has made more striking gains among 
Americans in the last two decades than in the preceding hundred years. 
And it is these same qualities which have counted so definitely in holding 
us together as a working group, and which we shall cherish as his lasting 
endowment of the future of the F. P. A. 

That in relinquishing his administrative responsibilities the link will 
not be snapped altogether, and that he will continue as member of the board 
and honorary chairman, is a matter of gratification to one and all of us. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 
Proposed changes in the Constitution of the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion, Incorporated, submitted by the Board of Directors, to be voted on at 
the Annual Meeting, December 9, 1933. 


Old wording appears in brackets; new wording in bold type. 
I. Article IV, Section 2, to be changed as follows: 


The Board of Directors shall consist of twenty-two elected members. 
Eighteen members of the Board shall be divided into three classes of 
six members each, the term of office of each class to be three years or 
until successors are elected. As a qualification for the election of the 
remaining four members respectively, one must be Chairman of the 
Board, one must be Vice-Chairman of the Board, one must be 
[Treasurer] President of the Association and one must be Chairman 
of the Finance Committee; and each of said officers so elected shall 
continue to be a director for one year or until his successor is elected 
or until he shall cease to hold his said office. 

II. Article V to be changed as follows: 
The officers of this Association shall be a Chairman and a Vice-Chair- 
man of the Board of Directors, a President, a Vice-President, a 
Secretary and a Treasurer of the Association. The officers shall be 
entitled to receive such salaries or compensation for their services as 

may from time to time be authorized by the directors. 


The Annual Meeting of the Foreign Policy Association, Incorporated 


will be held at the Hotel Astor, New York, on Saturday, December 9, 1933. Luncheon will be served at 12:45 
o’clock; from 1:45 to 3:15 there will be a discussion of the question “Which Way Out?” by John Strachey, Member 
of Parliament 1929-31, author of “The Coming Struggle for Power”; Lawrence Dennis, Foreign Service officer, 
Department of State, 1919-27, author of “Is Capitalism Doomed?”; and A. A. Berle, Jr., Associate Professor 
of Corporation Finance at Columbia University, and Special Assistant to the Agricultural Adjustment Administra- 
tion. The discussion will be opened by Dr. W. W. Cumberland of Wellington & Company. Following the dis- 
cussion, a short business meeting will be held at 3:30 p.m., admission to which will be free to members who present 
their membership cards. Tickets to the luncheon and discussion are available for members and non-members at the 
usual rates. Out-of-town members will be especially welcome. 


BALLOT FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


__. The candidates listed below have been nominated to serve on the Board of Directors of the Foreign Policy 
Association, Incorporated, as indicated, and have expressed their willingness to act if elected. The word “Re-election” 
appears after the names of the present members of the Board of Directors who have consented to run again. 

Persons other than those nominated by the Nominating Committee are eligible to election, and space is 
provided on the ballot for voting for such candidates. Attention is called to the fact that 
_“All members of the Board of Directors shall be members of the Association who are 
so circumstanced that they can attend the meetings of the Board regularly.” 
Constitution, Article IV, Paragraph 3 
In accordance with a provision of the Constitution, the candidates receiving the largest number of votes cast 
shall be declared elected at the annual meeting, December 9, 1933. 


Please note that ballots will be void 
1. unless received at National Headquarters not later than Thursday, December 7, 1933. 
2. unless the envelope in which the ballot is returned bears the member's name. 


Only members of the Association who are citizens of the United States have voting privileges. 


Committee on Nominations: 
WILLIAM A. ELDRIDGE, Chairman 
MILDRED ADAMS 
FREDERICK C. COLT 
CHARLES STRAUSS 
NELLE SWARTZ 


Please cut along this line and return the ballot to the office of the Foreign Policy Association, Incorporated, 
18 East 41st Street, New York, N. Y. 


PUT CROSS (X) BESIDE NAMES OF CANDIDATES OF YOUR CHOICE 
CLASS OF 1936 
VOTE FOR SIX 


PAUL U. KELLOGG HARVEY H. PIKE, Jr. 
RE-ELECTION Vice-President, H. H. Pike & Company 
MRS. THOMAS W. LAMONT RALPH S. ROUNDS 
RE-ELECTION RE-ELECTION 
JAMES G. McDONALD EUSTACE SELIGMAN 
RE-ELECTION RE-ELECTION 


DO NOT SIGN THE BALLOT. 
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